
PETITION IN DEFENCE OF
ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS DESMOND TUTU

Tutu’s life has been lived in the spirit  of “never again” – the ultimate lesson of
the Holocaust

A r ch bish op Em er itu s Desm on d Tu tu  h a s pu blicly  cr it icised Isr a eli policy  tow a r ds
Pa lest in ia n s liv in g  in  Ga za  a n d th e West  Ba n k. He h a s a lso cr it icised Pa lest in ia n  a tta cks on
Isr a eli civ ilia n s.  Th ese cr it icism s a r e w ell-kn ow n .

Recen tly ,  h is cr it icism s of Isr a eli policy  h a v e elicited bit ter  per son a l a t ta cks.  A m idst  ca lls
for  h im  to be r em ov ed a s Pa tr on  of th e Ca pe Tow n  a n d Joh a n n esbu r g  Holoca u st  Cen tr es of
th e Sou th  A fr ica n  Holoca u st  Fou n da t ion , Tu tu  h a s been  a tta cked a n d la belled a n    “ a n t i-
Sem ite”  a n d a  “ big ot” .

Disa g r eem en ts sh ou ld be deba ted open ly ,  bu t  th ese per son a l a t ta cks a r e tota lly
u n a ccepta ble.

Du r in g  th e Secon d Wor ld Wa r ,  w h ich  killed 6 0 m illion  people,  Na zi Ger m a n y  killed
socia lists,  g a y  m en  a n d lesbia n s,  Rom a  people,  a n d r esista n ce fig h ter s,  bu t  its m ost
sy stem a tic destr u ct ion  w a s of th e Jew ish  people.   Six  m illion  Jew s w er e tr a n sfer r ed to
g h ettos a n d con cen tr a t ion  ca m ps befor e bein g  m u r der ed.

Th is g r otesqu e cr im e a g a in st  h u m a n ity  m u st  n ev er  be for g otten . Its leg a cy  a n d lesson s
belon g  to a n d m u st  be g u a r ded by  a ll of h u m a n ity .  Ra cism  in clu din g  a n t i-Sem it ism -
sex ism , x en oph obia ,  h om oph obia ,  a n d in h u m a n ity  m u st  be r esisted w h er ev er  th ey  occu r .
A s sta ted in  th e Mission  Sta tem en t  of th e Sou th  A fr ica n  Holoca u st  Fou n da t ion , w e m u st
bu ild “ a  m or e ca r in g  a n d ju st  society  in  w h ich  h u m a n  r ig h ts a n d div er sity  a r e r espected
a n d v a lu ed.”

Th is is pr ecisely  th e ca u se to w h ich  Tu tu  h a s dedica ted h is life.  He r epr esen ts th e fin est
tr a dit ion  of r esista n ce to a ll for m s of oppr ession .
He h a s ta u g h t  u s th a t  u n der sta n din g  th e Holoca u st  beg in s w ith  a ppr ecia t in g  th a t  th e on ly
w a y  for  ea ch  of u s to be sa fe is for  a ll of u s to be sa fe.  He  em bodies th e Un iv er sa l Decla r a t ion
of Hu m a n  Rig h ts,  a  docu m en t  bor n  of  th e h or r or s of th e Secon d Wor ld Wa r ,  th e r ig h ts
con ta in ed in  w h ich   per ta in
equ a lly  to Isr a elis a n d Pa lest in ia n s.

To u se th e Holoca u st  in  a n  a ttem pt  to de-leg it im ise Tu tu  is to u n der m in e its leg a cy  a n d
in su lt  th e m em or y  of its v ict im s. To ca ll h im  a n
a n ti-Sem ite,  beca u se h e h a s a tta cked th e policies of th e Isr a eli g ov er n m en t,  is ou tr a g eou s,
r en der s th e ter m  m ea n in g less,  a n d en feebles th e n ecessa r y  effor ts to defea t  r ea l a n t i-
Sem ites a n d r a cists.

We giv e ou r su pport  t o A rch bish op Em erit u s Desm on d T u t u  a s a  m ost
a ppropria t e pa t ron  of t h e Sou t h  A frica n  Holoca u st  Fou n da t ion .


